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terms on Pherozeshah's action in voting for himself, suggested
doubts on that score about the validity of the election, and threw
out a gentle hint that the Viceroy might refuse to accept the
result.
The Pioneer readily took up the cry, and recommended Pherosse-
shah forthwith to resign. It sought to make out that even his com-
patriots had been disgusted by his action. Apparently, it would have
preferred a dead-lock, for the six members who voted for and the six
who voted against Pherozeshah were not likely to change their
position, even if the election were to be held over and over again.
The Bombay Gazette brought the issue down to the plane of
commonsense:
The mere fact of his standing in opposition to Mr. Wadia
showed that Mr. Mehta desired to re-enter the Legislative GmadI,
from which ill-health alone compelled Mm to retire two years
ago, and neglect to exercise the franchise in his own favour would
have been inconsistent with his candidature as well as with com-
monsense. In the British Parliament, members are not supposed
to vote upon private bill legislation which directly affects their
own pecuniary interests, though they often do so. But it is GO
violation of the unwritten law of party politics for a minister to
vote against a motion for the reduction of his own salary or
against proposals threatening the position of the Government of
which he is a salaried member. Still less does it offend against
good taste for a candidate for parliamentary or civic honours at
home, or anywhere else to vote for his own election. This fa the
common practice in Municipal ward*elections in dais city, and we
should like to see a candidate for one of tbe Cbrpocatioa setts 00
the Standing Committee, who would admit that be TOted for
other competitors, and left the space cm the ballot paper agamst
his own name blank! ... It is generally understood that when a
man becomes a candidate for any public honour, uses all legiti-
mate means to secure it; and if he does not make the best of his
opportunities, he is written down by his neighbours in teems
similar to those which Dogberry accepted as a just description erf
himself.